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Traces of Grievous History Buried in Akita

YI SOOKYUNG*

Asian Languages and Cultures

(Received for Publication; August30, 2022)

Abstract

This paper records the negative history of Korean and Chinese laborers in Akita during the Colonial Period and World
War II, and summarizes the trends of the historical traces.

In particular, focus on the Himekannon at Lake Tazawa, which is famous for the filming of the TV drama “Iris”, the
Tamagawa waterway, the Obonai power plant, and the prospectus for the erection of the Himekannon discovered in
Dentakuji Temple in 1991,and Hanaoka Mine Nanatsutate Incident, Hanaoka Incident.

It is specifically noted that the contents of this article is also included on my article “Modern Japan’s Steps Towards
Imperialism and Post-War Peace-Oriented Civic Power - Citizens’ Records and Memorials of Korean Laborers” inserted
in the book “The Social Formation of Koreans in Japan and Appearances of the Times” published in Korean in June, 2022
(Seoul, Hakubunsha. pp.111 ~ 114 and pp.149 ~ 160), with some of its contents supplemented and revised and

translated into Japanese.

Keywords: Lake Tazawa, The Statue of Himekannon, Tamagawa Waterway, Obonai Power Plant,

Hanaoka Nanatsutate Incident, Hanaoka Mine Incident
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